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Conrad 
Memorandum 1 - Mr. Belmont = 
" | 1 = Mr, DeLoach Rowen 22 
. : f ulliva 
1 MR. SULLIVAN | САНЧ 11-13-61 fave! 
| | 1 - Mr, Sullivan 2. 
PROM гэ Нь 
SUBJECT: | - | () | 
(-0112130! A 21442711) Ч) b3 
5 b7E 
b7D 
b7E 
Lonsdale is a Soviet arrested by the British 1-7-61 
and convicted of espionage. Не received a sentence of 25 
years, Also convicted were Morris and Lona Cohen, US citizens, 
and two British nationals. 
| Through our investigation we identified Lonsdale 
as Conon = born in Moscow in 1922. He lived in California 
- from 1933 to l 38 with an aunt, Tatiana "Piankova. We also 
learned he entered the U.S. in '1933 as the son of Piankova 
who is a naturalized U.S. citizen. 
b7D 
b7E 
b7D 
) b7E 
b7D 
b7E 
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MEMO FOR MR. SULLIVAN 


RE: GORDON ARNOLD LONSDALE E EM. 
b7D 
b7E 
OBSERVATIONS: | 
| SF has been pos instructed to refer any b7D | 
inquiries concerning this case to the Bureau. SF will again 27 


be instructed to refer such press inquiries to the Bureau due 








MEMO FOR MR. SULLIVAN 
| | b7D 
b7E 





to the international ramifications of this case. 


RECOMMENDAT IONS : 


b7D 
b7E 


b7D 
b7E 


4. Tatiana Piankova is currently on a tour with her | 
ballet company in the U.S. and will be in the Berkeley, California, 
area between 11-16 and 11-20-61. SF will intervew her after 


She has talked with her other relatives. ,She has been interviewed 


twice by our Lega n Pa and London. 
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Tele. Room 
Ingram 
Gandy 
VERY URGENT 11-21-61 
AO DIRECTOR | 
FROM LEGAT, LONDON МО, 145% 0 
О 
GORDO 
b7D 
b7E 


RECEIVED: 8:55 АМ HL 


ES N0V22 1981 


اس 


а EES) 


555 NUV 28 5] мэ. | - 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
| paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. | | 
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11/3/61 
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b3 
b6 . 


b7E 


b7D 
b7E 


= à 

Lonsdale is the Soviet arrested 1/7/61 by the British 
and charged with espionage. Upon conviction, he was sentenced to 
25 gars in prison. А150. convicted were Morris and Lona. Cohen, 


citizens,and two British subjects. 


The Bureau through investigation identified. Lonsdäle as 


London that he attended the A to Z School in San Francisco. 
located an A to Zed School which had existed in Berkeley, California, 
during the 1930's. Through interviewing the former principal it was 


| | Molody. “Lonsdale stated оп an application at the University of 


We 


Investigation іп San Francisco identified Molody аз being Gordon 
Lonsdale. It also showed he had lived with an aunt, Tatiana Piankova, 











Enclosure Z6. 


Ere 


AW 


| determined the only Russian attending that School was Conon Molody. 


b3 
b7D 
b7E 


in San Francisco from 1933 to 1938, at which time he retürned to Russia. 
We also determined he entered the Ŭ. 5. as the son rather than the 
nephew of Piankova who is a naturalized American citizen. 








b6 


| | b7C 
Memorandum| ie Sullivan | 
р ium ж 


b7E 


| А 


b7E 





b7D 
b7E 
| Tatiana Piankova has been interviewed by thé Legal Ataches, 
[paris and London and has admitted bringing Molody into the U. S. as 
her son. She has also admitted that Molody is Lonsdale. She is now 


on a tour of the U, S. with her ballet company and will be in 
| Berkeley California, on Friday, November 17; in Sacramento on 
y, November 18 and in Portland, Oregon, on Tuesday, November 21. 
San Francisco has been instructed to interview Piankova үле in the 
eee —— area and to орга „any information 5 


è 8 Si И $ IE 4 Н 


| | | b6 
nml ^ to Sullivan | RC |J. BTC 


ON ARNOLD LONSDALE 


b3 
b7E 


b7E 









UNITED STATES — MA - 


Memorandum 





Mi mm 
Ma 
TO : Mr. Mohr | нэ DATE: November 24, 1961 rite ~ 


' 4 | | | | | ң 
FROM : .C. D. DeLoachN . | | | 


| EON Y. 2 | 
SUBJECT: (GORDON ARNOLD LONSDALE. | р” 4 





DEVELOPMENTS: 


Enclosure 
1.- Mr. Belmont 


1.- Mr. Sullivan ae 
l-Mre[ | | 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


= . 






In R : Please Ref гэ WASHINGTON 25, D. C., 
4n пергу, e hejer 


n ` FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 24, 1961 E 
Attorney Genéral Robert F. Kennedy today 
anpounebü that à ап intensive investigation by the FBI has - 
established the | irue identity of Gordon. Arnold Lonsdale; arrested 
in England. last J anuary by British. authorities for. espionage. and 
NOW. serving a 25-year prison sentence Mares 
. FBI Director Эд Edgar. Hoover stated that Lonsdale 
in reality. isa Moscow-born, 38-year old, Russian national. пашаа 
Conon Molody. FBI investigation determined that Molody came to. 
| the United States in 1933 posing as his. atint's 11-year-old son. He 
. resided with. kur im i Berkeley, California, until around 1938 ‘when he 
returned to Russia. ` While: in the United States , Molody attended 
а Berkeley, private school, After his. return. to. Russia, he is 
believed.to have served іп the Red: Army prior "to. his. assignment 
às а Soviet espionage. agent. 
| | | Mr. Hoover: said that FBI investigation has 
established that Molody came to Canada. іп: 1954 where he obtained 
.& a passport and birth. certificate in, the. name.of. Gordon. Arnold: Lonsdale. 


He is . known to have left Canada. in late February; 1955, and. to. have: sailed 


КИМЕСЕ к 





Р 
te 
. 


from New York in early March of that year. bound for England. This 


was. the only time Molody was in the United.States under either of these 


. identities after his 1938 return to Russia. 


. Melody, as. Lonsdale, was arrested in January, 1961, 


by the British along with Morris and.Lona Cohen, American 


citizens, and two British nationals. All were charged with 


espionage violations and, following ‘their trial, were convicted 


and sentenced to British prisons.. On March 22, 1961, Molody received 


а 25-year jail sentence.. Since that date á widespread FBI 


investigation resulted in the positive identification of Lonsdale as 


. Conon Molody. | 
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(Type in plain text or code) | . Trotter 
| . | Tele. Room — 
Via AIRTEL ЕЕЕ AIR MALL Mr. Ingram 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) Е | Miss Gandy 
C Жэт et a a em em Еа a es алайы ры ыы іл ы ——— Шаа EEE A ШІ сара 2242222 


TO: DIRECTOR, PRI) sd 
шы. ион! | 


SUBJECT: ан — NEE 
ОО: New York 


Enclosed for the Bureau and New York are six and two 
copies respectively of letterhead memorandum of above date 
and caption reflecting results of interviews with NADINE 


BELOUSOVI IRIFFITHS, TATIANA PIANKOVA, EVELYN 
COURNAND, and ANASTASTA МАОМОУА, 
2 
m Interviews at ма O vember 17, 
1961, were condugted by SAs and 
Re AS investigation was conducted by SA 


20 злаві | Bae " 


- Bureau ISTERED) 

- New York (AIR MAIL - REGISTERED) 
1 - San Francisco 
KGT: 1g 
(6) - 


1 NOV 30 1961 
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Approved; Sent М Рег 

oku Me б: b pecial' Agent in Charge 
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Date: 11/24/61 
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Transmit the following in 





(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) | 


pd am —————'———————————~—————-~-———————»—-——-——-»—~—~—————~—————»——;——— “шиний. 


TO : DIRECT | NTION: ASSISTANT DIRECTOR DE LOACH 


FROM : SAC, SAN. FRANCISCO [—, “а mo b3 
| E | х ЬТЕ 


е SF telephone | call to Багаас апа ‘SF airtel to n 


both 11/24/61, . TN |! 
“AEnclosed for the Bureau’ s information are four copies | а 

of an airtei entitled "Асе Red Spy Once Lived Here," which appeared) << 

in the Home Final edition, 11/24/61 issue, оғ the "San Francisco *, | 

News-Call Bulletin," on Page. 1. | | T | ч. | 
у, 
N OW 
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Date: 


Transmit the following in — 





: (Type in plain-text or code) . 





Via — ERN 
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—————— СУЛ лие жээ Энд. Бог СЭРЛЭЭ Мы л л е ыш EN : 
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Approved; Jl. LLL — Sent -----М ` Per 
Special Agent in Charge | | 





(Copyright, 1961, by the. $in Francisco News-Call Bulletin), 


The spy-master of -an éspionage ring in ` England, 
Gordon. Arnold: Lonsdale, has been. positively identified 
as a Russian citizen and former Bay Area ‘resident, the. 
News-Call Bulletin: learned: today“ ^ > En 2 

This is the first. positive identification. of. 1 onsdale. | 

` His local connections had not been’ previously known’ 
or even hinted at. 

„He lived-in Berkeley: from. 1933 to 1938. апа attend d 
now-defunct A-to-Zed- School - there, the News-C l 
Bulletin leathed: | 2° ` 
JLonsdale was sentenced to 25 years impr ордың By 
_the British government on Mareh. 22. He was. convicted 
‘of espionage.. ' | 

Four companions—two meri icans end: "A British civil 
servants—were: given .sentences of 20 and 15-yéars. 

The five: were- arrested Ї 
Jan. 7. Their trial, which -be- 11-year-old: sori. of ашы 
gan “a mouth later, „was|Who.'lived in. Вегке еу. Не 
heralded as the most sensa-| dived there until 1938, а 
tional in Britain: in years, , нова the then-vall- поз 

The English - government pe “hie 2. be cease 
said during’ the trial that B 
' Lonsdale was: a member ‘of he:was stil too у oung. : 
the Soviet intelligence.. .. & He returned to; Russia| 

in 1938; Served. їй. “the. Army) 

LONSDALE identified and then. ds: ай. „esplenage] 
himself аға: Canadian. busi agento” a 
nesŝman. . | e іп1954 he went to, Can- 
i 2 ine News al Bul ада, MOJ birth certifi- 
etin has learne a Elĉate'tidentifying him as 
Federal Bureau of Invéstiga- ‘Lonsdale, then returned to 
tion, has definitely estab- England via a U. S. port." 


lished . Lonsdale’ 8 back Ат THE time of his arrest 
ground. | < [he was. part of an interna- 
. 9 His real name is Conon tional spy ring. 
Molody. 2-0 2 ^ Four -years-ago the. U S.l 
) His- age is 38. Өз overnment arrested - Soviet 
| He was born-in Moscow 
апі remains a Soviet citizen. 
9 He came to the United! 
states 101933, posing as the "Continued on Page 4, са. 4) 
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- jruary .established that . the 





Russian Spy 
Bay School 


, Continued from First Page| 


was given 30 years impr ison- 
ment. He has refused to talk. 

Among Abel's possessions 
was data réferring to Моғ- 
ris ‘and Lona. Cohen, two 






Lp. 


U. S. citizens, whom the ў 


FBI had investigated. How-.| 
ever, sufficient evidence to 

arrest was. not obtained.’ 

| The Cohens departed 


America. 


Among the four persons 
arrested with Molody were 
“Peter, 50, and Helen, 47, 
Kroger,” London book- 
sellers. The FBI last Feb- 




















rogers were in reunir 


) 







М THEIR London hou е 
dey kept ‘various pieces “of 
spy equipment. These in- 
cluded a powerful radio 
transmitter hidden beneath 
a concrete slab in a secret 
basement at their house. || 
At the trial, Molody took 
responsibility for whatever 
charges the government had 
brought and said the Cohens 
were innocent. Both: he and 
they 'said they had been 
friends, and that they al- 
lowed him to- live in their 
home. But the court gave the 
Cohens 20-year sentences. - 
Тһе two British civil serv- 
ants were Henry Е. Hough- 
ton, 55,; and his fiancee, 
Ehel E. Gee, who Ж 






15 years each. They ma 

-8ёсге(. British naval sẹ- 
ts available.to Molody. 
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